
NYS Wage board, 

 

As owners of a small independent restaurant we are mistakenly perceived to be greedy, wealthy, selfish 
with unlimited resources. I once had a customer say to me on a busy Friday night” McCann you don’t 
count your money, you weigh it”. I was thinking, “we might make payroll this week”. 

I believe it is this perception that drives NYS government to attack us again and again. The belief is, if 
workman’s comp, disability or minimum wage go up all we need do is raise prices and share our huge 
profits. 

Every time we raise prices we lose some customers and profits for the restaurant industry range from 
1.8%-3.5% (2010 operations report by NRA and Deloitte& Touche). 

Our biggest problem in cost of operation is payroll. We do what we can by sending people home, cutting 
hours where we can but we cant fight minimum wage. A kid making $10 an hour costs us $13 after 
payroll contributions. 

  Now through a surreptitious state board NYS wants to give a 75% pay raise to tipped employees, going 
from $5 an hour to $8.75. Add payroll contributions of 30% each waitress will cost $11 an hour. 

My payroll just for wait staff will go up by $30,000. We can neither absorb this nor pass it on. 

Current law already ensures that tipped workers get minimum wage. Our waitresses average over $20 
an hour in tips alone. According to the bureau of Labor and Statistics NYS servers average $16-$22 an 
hour. 

We will have no choice but to lay off 10-12 people and go to a self serve style restaurant. This not what I 
want, these people count on me for a living. 

Advocates for this increase say it’ll increase working peoples wages. That’s not so if they’re out of work. 

Advocates for this increase this to help the working class. My wife and I are working class too. We take 
all the risks, we’re the last ones to get paid and we create 30 jobs. 

NYS is ranked as the worst state to do business in. Here’s a chance to change part of that. 

Please show some understanding and mercy. If you raise the cost of these workers their jobs will be 
gone. 

                                                                                                            Pat and Brenda McCann 

                                                                                                            Piggy Pat’s BBQ New Hartford NY 

 


