
Workforce Investment Act of 1998



Background

 Repealed JTPA
 Signed into Law August 7, 1998
 Implemented July 1, 2000
 Amended Wagner-Peyser Act
 Includes Adult and Family Literacy 

and Vocational Rehabilitation Act



WIA Resources

 To obtain copies of the WIA statute 
and regulations, go to:

www.doleta.gov/usworkforce/wia/act.cfm

http://www.doleta.gov/usworkforce/wia/act.cfm�


Key Principles

 Streamlining services
 Empowering individuals
 Universal Access
 Increased Accountability
 New Roles for Local Boards
 State and Local Flexibility
 Improved Youth Programs



Goal of the Workforce 
Investment System
To increase the employment, retention, 

and earnings of participants, and 
increase occupational skill 

attainment by participants, and, as a 
result improve the quality of the 

workforce, reduce welfare 
dependency, and enhance the 

productivity and competitiveness of 
the Nation.



Structure of the Workforce 
Investment Act

 Title 1 – Workforce Investment Systems

 Title II -- Adult Education and Literacy

 Title III – Amendments to Wagner-Peyser and                    
related Acts 

 Title IV – Amendments to the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Act

 Title V – General Provisions



Components of WIA

 State and Local Boards
 Adult, DW and Youth Programs
 One-Stop Systems
 National Programs

– Job Corps
– National Emergency Grants
– Indian and Native American Grants
– Migrant and Seasonal Farmworker Grants
– Veterans Workforce Investment Programs

Title I



Components of WIA

Title III
Separate authorization and funding stream retained 

for Employment Service
Requires ES to be part of One-Stop system
Wagner-Peyser plan integrated into five-year 

strategic plan
Adds National Employment Statistics section to 

Wagner-Peyser

Title II 
Adult Education and Literacy



Components of WIA
 Title IV

Rehabilitation Act Amendments
 Title V

– General Provisions
– Statutory and regulatory waiver 

authority
– State Unified Plan
– Transition Provisions



Governance Structure

 State Workforce Investment Board
Workforce Investment Areas
 Local Workforce Investment Boards

– Youth Councils
 One-Stop Centers/System
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Functions of State Board

 Designate Workforce Investment 
Areas (33)

 Review Local Plans
 Develop Local Allocation Formulas
 Prepare Annual Report to USDOL
 Develop Statewide Employment 

Statistics System



Functions of Local Boards 

 Develop Local Plan
 Select and Certify One Stop 

Operators
 Competitively Select Youth Services 

Providers
 Oversee Local System
 Negotiate Local Performance 

Standards



Local Board Limitations

 Board prohibited from directly 
providing training services unless 
Governor waives

 Board may not provide core or 
intensive services unless CEO and 
Governor agree may do so



Functions of Youth Councils

 Subgroup of Local Board
Assist with Development of 

Local Plan
Recommend Youth Providers
Oversee Youth Providers
Coordinate Youth Activities



Grant Recipient

 Chief elected official is local grant 
recipient and is liable for use of funds

 CEO may designate an entity to serve as 
local grant subrecipient or fiscal agent but 
CEO retains liability

 Local grant recipient or designated entity 
is to disburse funds at the discretion of 
the local board



One-Stop Service Delivery

 One-Stop system must be established in each 
local area

 Local board, in collaboration with CEO, oversees 
One-Stop system

 Local areas have flexibility in designing system
 Each local system comprised of partners that 

provide core services through One-Stop system
 Each local areas must have at least one physical 

“full service” center
– May be supplemented by other centers, electronic 

access points and networks at affiliated sites



One-Stop Center/System
Required One-Stop Partners:

Title I Programs:

Adult, DW and Youth programs

National Programs

Wagner-Peyser

Adult Ed and Literacy

Vocational Rehabilitation Act



One-Stop Center/System

Required Partners Cont’d
Post-Secondary Voc Ed
Trade Adjustment Assistance (TAA)
Community Services Block Grant
HUD Employment & Training
Veterans Employment & Training
Unemployment Insurance
Senior Community Services



One-Stop Center/System

 Optional Partners:
TANF
Food Stamp E & T
National & Community Service

Act Programs
Title IV of Social Security Act
Others including Private Sector



One-Stop Operator

 Designated by local board with 
agreement of CEO to manage day-to-
day functioning of centers

May be designated through 
– Competitive process; or
– Agreement reached between local 

board and consortium 



One-Stop Center/System

 Memorandum of Understanding between 
One-Stop partners and Local Board:
– Services to be provided through One-Stop
– How services and operating costs of system 

will be funded
– Methods of referral of individuals between 

One-Stop operators and One-Stop partners
– Duration and process for amending MOU

 Core, Intensive and Training Services
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