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New York State Department of Labor 
W. Averell Harriman State Office Campus 
Building 12, Room 440, Albany, NY 12240  
www.labor.ny.gov 
 

Workforce Development System 
Technical Advisory #20-1 

July 17, 2020 

TO: Workforce Development Community 

SUBJECT: Implementation of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) 
during the COVID-19 emergency 

PURPOSE 

To provide Local Workforce Development Boards (LWDBs) with guidance on the 
ongoing implementation of WIOA during the COVID-19 emergency. 

POLICY 

In general, WIOA services must continue during the COVID-19 emergency.  However, 
the New York State Department of Labor (NYSDOL) understands the many aspects of 
the WIOA programs are difficult to achieve during this emergency.  Therefore, to 
address COVID-19 NYSDOL will: 

• Consider waivers of the 80% obligation requirement identified in Workforce 
Development System Technical Advisory (WDS TA) #16-3: Policy on the 
Recapture and Redistribution of Local Workforce Development Board (LWDB) 
Formula Funds (3/10/16) for Program Year (PY) 2019.  If granted, LWDBs will 
not be held to the 80% obligation requirement for PY 2019.  Additional 
information related to this waiver is presented in Attachment A – 80% 
Obligation Requirement Waiver Information. 

ACTION 

LWDBs must continue to implement WIOA during the COVID-19 emergency as much 
as is practical.   

BACKGROUND 

On March 7, 2020, by Executive Order Number 202, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
declared a statewide disaster for the State of New York related to the spread of COVID-
19, also known as coronavirus.  Due to this emergency, NYS has taken many 
preventative measures, including a waiver from normal work search requirements for 
Unemployment Insurance claimants and the closure of New York State One-Stop 
Career Centers. 

https://labor.ny.gov/workforcenypartners/ta/ta-16-3-recapture-and-redistribution-LDWB-funds.pdf


2   

REFERENCES 

WDS TA #16-3: Policy on the Recapture and Redistribution of Local Workforce 
Development Board (LWDB) Formula Funds (3/10/16) 

Executive Order Number 202: Declaring a Disaster Emergency in the State of New York 

INQUIRIES 

Questions regarding this WDS TA may be directed to your LWDB Fiscal and/or 
Program monitors.   

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A – 80% Obligation Requirement Waiver Information 

https://labor.ny.gov/workforcenypartners/ta/ta-16-3-recapture-and-redistribution-LDWB-funds.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/no-202-declaring-disaster-emergency-state-new-york
https://labor.ny.gov/workforcenypartners/ta/AttachmentA-80%25ObligationRequirementWaiverInfo07-17-2020.pdf
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